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Pelosi, Laura 
- -  - - - 

From: Johnson, Justin 

Sent: Monday, December 10, 2007 3:36 PM 

To : Pelosi, Laura 

Cc: Riddell, Linda 

Subject: FW: Disinfection Byproducts 

Laura: 

I was not directly involved in whatever the deal was, but I have been working with Commissioner Moffat on this. I 
think it would be good to have a meeting, and VDH should probably check in with Sen. Racine to see if there is 
anything else he needs or wants from us. 

Btw: Annette got the tapes from our symposium today, so we have closed the loop on that request. 

Justin 

Justin Johnson 
Deputy Commissioner 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 
Department of Environmental Conservation 

tel. 802 241 3808 
cell. 802 338 8116 
email. justin.johnson@state.vt.us 

From: Schultz, Gary 
Sent: Friday, December 07, 2007 2: 17 PM 
To: Johnson, Justin 
Subject: Disinfection Byproducts 

Toward the end of the last legislative session, Sharon Moffatt and Jeff signed a letter to Doug Racine saying they 
would hold some public meetings to discuss the chloramine issue. That evolved into the Symposium on 
Disinfection Byproducts that we held in November. The purpose of the symposium was to bring together 
nationally recognized experts on the subject of water treatment and disinfection to educate water suppliers, 
operators, the legislature, and the interested public on the options, advantages and risks of various disinfection 
treatment options. 

Jim Fay of Champlain Water District has asked me several times if DEC and Health were going to send Racine 
another letter. I told him I didn't know, but I thought that the results of the CDC study were going to be of far 
greater interest to the legislature that a letter telling Racine we held a symposium and that all disinfection options 
have risks. 

I think the CDC report is due in December. It might not be a bad time for DEC and Health to sit down and discuss 
how they want to coordinate for the upcoming session. Just remember, Jeff's position was that we regulate to 
standards set by EPA and the Vermont Department of Health. They are the health experts. We are simply 
regulators. 

I talked with Jane Downing from EPA on this subject yesterday. She said someone from EPA could come up and 
talk to Racine's committee when they go into session. 
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Pelosi, Laura 
- ~ 

From: Pelosi, Laura 

Sent: Thursday, January 10,2008 12:29 PM 

To : Crombie, George 

Subject: Climate Registry 

George, 

Unless you have a serious objection, I'd like to participate in next week's climate registry meeting via conference 
call. They have just sent out a conference call number. I really can't afford to be gone for 4 days. Maybe John 
and I could split up some conference call time if he has any free time. Commissioner Moffat and I are trying to 
work a meeting with Jim Fay and make some efforts to get ahead on the chloramines issue which is going to 
quickly come down on us. Plus, Justin will be gone 3 days next week. 



From: 
Sent: 
To : 
Subject: 

Brad Ferland [bferland@together.net] 
Friday, January 11, 2008 4:03 PM 
Jim Fay 
From the CCAC website 

The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo, Member of Congress 
U.S. House of Representatives 
District Office 
689 Emerson Streez 
Palo Alto, CA 94301-1609 

Dear Congresswoman Eshoo: 

Thank you for your letter of May 11, 2007, to Wayne Nastri, EPP. Reqion 9 Administrator, 
forwarding letters of concern regarding the use of cnloramines in drinking water. You 
asked for consideration of an E?A waiver for the use of chloramines in drinking water, on 
behalf of two constituents who believe chloramines may have caused skin irritation and 
respiratory problems. Mr. Nastri has asked me to respond to your letter given our 
oversight responsibility for drinking water activities in the State of California. 

The Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments of 1986 required EPA to set regulations for 
disinfection and filtration of drinking water from surface water sources, because water 
from lakes, rivers axd reservoirs are vulnerable to contamination by pathogenic 
microorganisms. These regulations were promulgated under the Surface Water Treatment Rule 
in 1989 and enhanced in 1998 and 2000. Due to the high risk of contamination, no waivers 
from the requirement for disinfection are allowed. 

Chloramines are soecifically used as disinfectants to ensure drinking water is kept free 
of microorganism contamination through its transport from the treatment plant to the 
consumer. They remain effective for many days, yet produce very low levels of byprod-~cts. 
The use of chlcramines and other chemicals used for disinfection is regulated by EPA under 
the Disinfectants and Disinfection Byproducts Rules of 1998 and 2006. EPA regulates 
chloramines and other disinfectants primarily as precursors to disinfection byproduct 
formation, rather than as individual toxicants. 

For drinking water treatment, the predominant chloramine used is monochloramine, formed 
fror. the reaction of chlorine with ammonia. We are not aware of studies suggesting skin 
and inhalation problems resulting from exposure to monochloramine at levels used for 
drinking water treatment. These chemicals have been extensively tested for their safety. 
Toxicity studies of chlorine and chloramine exposures to test animals at substantially 
nigher levels (approximately 500 times the exposure in drinking water) have been 
conducted. The data do not show dermal, immunological, developmental, neurological or 
other adverse health effects at the normal levels found in treated drinking wacer. 
Epidemiology studies on human populations that have evaluated the health effects 
associated with chloramine exposures have also been conducted. Again, the data do not show 
any adverse health effects. These and other relevant studies are listed ir. the references 
and cublic docket for the Stage 1 Disinfectant/Disinfection Byproducts Rule (63 FR 69460- 
63, December 16, 1998) and summarized at httu: //www. epa . qov/iris. 

1t is irncorcan;: when considering any possible health effects to understand the specific 
assortment of chloramines produced under the different situations in which chloramines are 
used. Millions of people have cons-lined chloraminated drinking water for years. 
Chl~ri~ation is routinely used for swimming pools, spas and water parks to disinfect water 
for recreational activities. Reports of eye and skin irritation from exposure to 
chlorinated water ir. swimming pools, spas and water ?arks are conunon. These are typically 
attributed to chloramines formed from the reaction of chlorine with urea and other 
nicroqen-coritaining biological produces that may be in these waters. These chloramines are 
of different types than the monochloramine found in drinking water. Also, swimming pool 
water typically contains high levels of other salts and organic materials that may 
contribute to these effects. As these waters are typically recirculatea, levels of these 
chloramines are substantially higher than those found in drinking water. References to 
these chloramines are contained in most swimming pool and spa maintenance guides, and on 



t h e  Cen te r  f o r  Disease  C o n t r o l  w e b s i t e  a t  h t tp : / /www.cdc .gov .  

We houe 
any ques 
3 5 7 2  o r  

t h i s  l e t t e r  p r o v i d e s  you w i t h  h e l p f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Should  you o r  your  s t a f f  have 
tions o r  would l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  f u r t h e r ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  me a t  ( 4 1 5 )  972- 
J i x  Vree lanc ,  o u r  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  L ia i son ,  a t  (415)  947-2498. 

S i n c e r e l y  yours ,  

( s i g n e d )  
A l e x i s  S t r a u s s ,  D i r e c t o r  . . wacer Div i s ion  
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Blatt, Eric 

From: Nicolai, Jean 

Sent: Tuesday, January 15,2008 10:02 AM 

To : Schultz, Gary; Blatt, Eric; Johnson, Justin 

Subject: FW: From Champlain Water District 

Attachments: Chloramine Action Update-January 2008.pdf; Controlled Clinical Evaluations of Chlorine 
Dioxide, Chlorite & Chlorate in Man.pdf 

See the Chlorarnine Action Update attached regarding a comment on the DEC symposium. 

Jean 

From: Tracy Bessette [mailto:tracyb@cwd-h2o.orgI 
Sent: Monday, January 14, 2008 10:46 AM 
To: Stephen Estes-Smargiassi; Rober Stirewalt; Raymond Raposa; Solomon, Ray; Peter Jacob; Paul Giuliani; Lynn 
Gilleland; Kevin Reilly; Johnson, Justin; Jim Fay; Jennifer L. Clancy; Nicolai, Jean; Bostock, Greg; Gail Center; 
Dick Pratt; Cort Lohff; Brad Ferland; Bill Bress; Austin Sumner; Andy Degraca 
Subject: From Champlain Water District 

Attached are two documents for your information. The first is an update from PCAC "Chlorarnine Action Update" 
and the second is a copy of a research paper. 

Thank you, 
Tracy Bessette 

Human Resource Administrator 
Champlain Water District 
403 Queen City Park Road 
South Burlington, VT 05403 
802-864-7454 ext. 16 
802-864-0435 (fax) 
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Blatt, Eric 

From: Schultz, Gary 
Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2008 4:10 PM 

To : Blatt, Eric; Nicolai, Jean 
Subject: FW: From Jim Fay at CWD 

From: Tracy Bessette [mailto:tracyb@cwd-h2o.orgl 
Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2008 2:22 PM 
To: Brad Ferland; Downing. Jane; Schultz, Gary; Jim Fay; Leslie Hausman; Lorraine Backer; Mcclelland. Maureen; 
Mike Barsotti; Paul Giuliani; Rose Kyprianou; Tom Grubbs 
Subject: From Jim Fay at CWD 

FYI - On Tuesday January 15,2008 the Vermont Senate Health and Welfare Committee held a hearing 
on chloramine in public water supplies. The Committee invited the Con~missioner of the Vermont 
Department of Health and the lobbyist for Vermonters for a Clean Environment representing People 
Concerned About Chloramines (PCAC). Presently, the Senate Health and Welfare Committee is 
considering legislation that would outlaw, place a moratorium on, or require mitigation on the use of 
chloramines for potable water disinfection in the State of Vermont. As this legislation develops I will 
provide you with additional information. 

Tracy Bessette 

Human Resource Administrator 
Champlain Water District 
403 Queen City Park Road 
South Burlington, VT 05403 
802-864-7454 exi. 1-6 
802-864-0435 (fax) 



Pelosi, Laura 

From: Moffatt, Sharon [SMoffat@vdh.state.vt.us] 

Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2008 3:04 PM 

To: Pelosi, Laura 

Subject: FW: CDC Chloramine Report 

Attachments: CDCChloramines_report_011608.pdf 

For your information. 

Sharon Moffatt RN MSN 
Commissioner of Health 
Vermont Department of Health 
802-863- 7280 

From: Moffatt, Sharon 

Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2008 2:43 PM 

To: William Lippert; Ann Pugh; Bill Keogh; Christopher Pearson; Clement Bi innette; David Zuckerman; Debbie Evans; Denise Barnard; Diane 
Snelling; Donald Turner; Douglas Racine; Ed Flanagan; Gaye Symington; Helen Head; Hinda Miller; James Condos; Jason Lorber; Jim Condon; Jim 
McCullough; Joan Lenes; Johannah Donovan; john Zenie; Joyce Errecart; Kenneth Atkins; Kristy Spengler; Kurt Wright; Linda Myers; Mark Larson; 
Martha Leath; Mary Peterson; Michele Kupersmith; Patrick Brennan; Peter Hunt; Rachel Weston; Reginal Godin; Scott Orr; Tim Jerman; Virginia Lyons; 
William Frank 

Subject: CDC Chloramine Report 

Dear Chittenden County legislators, Senate Health & Welfare Committee and House Human Services 
Committee: 

I am pleased to provide you with a report from the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) 
regarding their September 26-28,2007 trip to Vermont to assess community concerns about exposure to 
chloramine-treated tap water. 

Also, since the Senate Health & Welfare Committee's discussion of chloramine use in the Champlain 
Water District on January 15, the Vermont Department of Health has been contacting health 
departments and drinking water authorities in the other states that were mentioned during the course of 
testimony. We are asking them to provide information, as well as serve as direct contacts for you. so 
that you have the benefit of their complete and accurate experience with primary and secondary 
disinfection methods. 

The Health Department, in collaboration with the Department of Environmental Conservation, is 
continuing to seek out additional research on the advantages and disadvantages of the various primary 
and secondary disinfection methods. and alternatives. We will also again present the known health risks 
to consumers associated with each of the available options. We continue to make all available 
information public on our website: liealthvermont.gov, then select A Healthy Environment or 
l~ttp://l~caltl~ves~no~~t.gov/e~~vir~/w~~i~er/clilora~~ii~~e.asp~ 

Please understand that CDC's report, while informative and illuminating, does not spare the State of 
Vermont from making very difficult decisions about the continued use of chloramine. 



I look forward to continuing to work with all of our legislators to assist you in making decisions that are 
as well-informed, based on fact and evidence, and as fair to all of your constituents - and the 
approximately 68,000 customers of the Champlain Water District - as is humanly possible. 

Sincerely, 
Sharon Moffatt, RN, MSN 
Commissioner of Health 
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Blatt, Eric 

From: Nicolai, Jean 

Sent: Friday, January 18, 2008 8:32 AM 

To : Blatt, Eric; Schultz, Gary; Johnson, Justin 

Subject: Chloramine issue FW: From Jim Fay at CWD 

From: Tracy Bessette [mailto: tracy b@cwd-h2o.orgI 
Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2008 2:22 PM 
To: Stephen Estes-Smargiassi; Rober Stirewalt; Raymond Raposa; Solomon, Ray; Peter Jacob; Paul Giuliani; Lynn 
Gilleland; Kevin Reilly; Johnson, Justin; Jim Fay; Jennifer L. Clancy; Nicolai, Jean; Bostock, Greg; Gail Center; 
Dick Pratt; Cort Lohff; Brad Ferland; Bill Bress; Austin Surnner; Andy Degraca 
Subject: From Jim Fay at CWD 

FYI - On Tuesday January 15,2008 the Vermont Senate Health and Welfare Committee held a hearing 
on chloramine in public water supplies. The Committee invited the Commissioner of the Vermont 
Department of Health and the lobbyist for Vermonters for a Clean Environment representing People 
Concerned About Chloramines (PCAC). Presently, the Senate Health and Welfare Committee is 
considering legislation that would outlaw, place a moratorium on, or require mitigation on the use of 
chloraniines for potable water disinfection in the State of Vermont. As this legislation develops I will 
provide you with additional inforn~ation. 

Tracy Bessette 

Human Resource Administrator 
Champlain Water District 
403 Queen City Park Road 
South Burlington, VT 05403 
802-864-7454 ext. 16 
802-864-0435 (fax) 
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From: Erickson, Nancy 
Sent: Friday, January 18, 2008 10138 AM 
To: 'sabina.haskell@state.vt.us' 
Cc: Warner, JoEllen; 'bferland@together.netl 
Subject: chloramine communication 

Hello Sabina, 

JoEllen Warner is the Health Department's public health policy director and Brian 
Ferland, Ferland Marketing is working with the Champlain Water District on the 
issue of chloramine and disinfection by-products. 

We all met earlier this week with Commissioner Moffatt and Commissioner Pelosi 
and decided that you, JoEllen, Brian and I should work together immediately to 
come up with a more strategic communication planlmessages and methods to 
help better inform legislators and the public about the complexities of this issue. 

Assuming this will work for all, I will send Outlook calendar invites to try to line up 
two dates for us (because we're in such a busy season, we'll need a backup). 

Below is the text of a letter sent yesterday to legislators. 

Nancy 

Nancy Erickson 
Communication Director 
VT Department of Health 
802-863-728 1 
nericks@vd h.state.vt.us 

Dear Chittenden County legislators, Senate Health & Welfare Committee and House 
Human Services Committee: 

I am pleased to provide you with a report from the Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention (CDC) regarding their September 26-28,2007 trip to Vermont to assess 
community concerns about exposure to chloramine-treated tap water. 

Also, since the Senate Health & Welfare Committee's discussion of chloramine use in the 
Champlain Water District on January 15. the Vermont Department of Health has been 
contacting health departments and drinking water authorities in the other states that were 
mentioned during the course of testimony. We are asking them to provide information, as 
well as serve as direct contacts for you. so that you have the benefit of their complete and 
accurate experience with primary and secondary disinfection methods. 

The Health Department. in collaboration with the Department of Environmental 
Conservation, is continuing to seek out additional research on the advantages and 
disadvantages of the various primary and secondary disinfection methods, and 



RE: chloramine communication Page 3 of 3 

alternatives. We will also again present the known health risks to consumers associated. 
with each of the available options. We continue to make all available information public 
on our website: healthvermont.gov, then select A Healthy Environment or 
h~p:/~ealthvem~ont.go~l~~~v~o/~vaterlchlormine.as~ 

Please understand that CDC's report, while informative and illuminating, does not spare 
the State of Vermont from making very difficult decisions about the continued use of 
chloramine. 

I look forward to continuing to work with all of our legislators to assist you in making 
decisions that are as well-informed, based on fact and evidence, and as fair to all of your 
constituents - and the approximately 68,000 customers of the Champlain Water District - 
as is humanly possible. 

Sincerely, 
Sharon Moffatt, RN, MSN 
Commissioner of Health 


