
789 Baker Brook Road   Danby, Vermont  05739
vce@vce.org 802-446-2094

January 10, 2011

Hon. Peter Shumlin, Governor
109 State Street, Pavilion
Montpelier, VT 05609

Dear Governor Shumlin,

Please accept my congratulations on your election.  I am writing to suggest how Vermonters for
a Clean Environment (VCE) might be of service to you and our state as we work to address
climate change and our energy challenges.

Part of VCE’s work in the last two years has been with people who live in communities where
renewable energy projects are being proposed or constructed, especially large wind projects.  We
have developed a thorough understanding of the dynamics that come into play when wind
developers come into areas of Vermont, how they interact with the communities, the obstacles
the developers face, and the common responses of Vermonters, both pro and con.  We have also
researched the numerous and unique issues that surround utility-scale wind development on
Vermont ridgelines.

We understand you are planning to form a task force to discuss utility-scale wind turbine
development in Vermont, and with this letter we are offering to serve on this task force.  In
November, we were joined at an event in the State House by more than 70 Vermonters who are
interested in assuring their interests are represented in the state’s energy planning process.  We
hope you will assure their voices are included in discussions about the environment, planning
and siting by making sure we have a seat at the table.

In the past five years VCE has built a track record of initiating and participating in stakeholder
processes in ways that defuse hostility and build relationships between businesses and the people
who live around them.  We would like to use our experience to help our state deploy more
renewable generation in the coming years.

Thank you for considering this request.  We look forward to working with your administration in
the coming weeks and years.

Sincerely,

Annette Smith
Executive Director

CC: ANR Secretary Markowitz


