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Blood Drive Today
Wednesday, Oct. 12

12:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Monadnock Congregational
Church, Main St., Colebrook

Walk in or make appt.,
at www.redcrossblood.org

or 800-RED CROSS
Donor levels are down—all types

needed, especially O negative.

Bring donor card and photo ID
or two forms of photo ID

By Claire Lynch
Dixville and Millsfield have

seen a flurry of activity in recent
months, as contractors work to
finish the Brookfield Power
Windmill Project ahead of winter. 

The project has employed sub-
contractors from Maine, New
Hampshire and Massachusetts,
among them several local compa-
nies providing support services.
These include JML Trucking of
Errol, C. Bean Transport and
Home Fuel of Colebrook, and
C.D.S. Portable Toilets of Strat-
ford. 

For JML it has been a little bit
of everything, said owner Jon
Lane, who has provided dump
trucks, bucket loaders and other
equipment for the Sargent
Corporation of Stillwater, Maine,
which is in charge of the ground
work. “We’ve been helping them
out quite a bit in the last three to
four weeks,” Mr. Lane said, not-
ing that crews have been working
around the clock to finish the
road system. 

JML Trucking has built access
roads and graded existing roads,
in addition to the equipment

rental, he explained. “I delivered
all the hay for mulching,” he said,
“and there’s been a lot of repairs
on their trucks. It’s made a good
summer for sure.” 

Chip Bean of C. Bean
Transport has been providing
plenty of off-road diesel for the
Sargent Corporation, and for
Maine Drilling and Blasting of
Gardiner. It’s been good business
at a time when home heating fuel
hits the low point in warm weath-
er, he noted. 

Mr. Bean started with Maine
Drilling and Blasting as the work
ensued to install pads for the
windmills on level ground, then
moved on to Sargent as fuel was
needed for the big DC-10 bull-

(Continued on Page 20)

Wind Farm Taking Shape Quickly,
Providing Off-Season Business Boost

NORTHEAST PERSPECTIVE 
The Granite Reliable wind farm of Brookfield Power is coming together, stretching from Millsfield to Dixville.
Working in advance of the winter months, RMT Energy of Wisconsin has projects both completed and in
progress in 24 states, including transmission lines, wind and solar power. This Granite Reliable wind project is
slated to produce 99 megawatts. More aerial photos inside, on page 20. (Claire Lynch photo)  

VISITORS VIEW A VERY BIG TREE 
This Eastern White Pine on Roy Amey’s farm in Pittsburg stands 108 feet tall and has a 208-inch girth, as seen
by this group last Monday during Executive Councilor Ray Burton’s annual fall tour of the state’s northern
forests. Standing from the left are Terry Miller of the U.S. Forest Service; Mary Sloat of the Connecticut River
Joint Commissions; Chris Wells of the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests; Brendan Prusik of
the UNH Cooperative Extension; Brad Simpkins, interim director of the N.H. Forests and Lands Division; John
Amey; Councilor Burton; Gene Chandler of Congressman Charles Bass’ office; and Ken Desmarais of Forest
& Lands. Kneeling, from the left, are Susan Francher, Don Kent, Ranger II Jason Huter and Capt. John Accardi
of Forests & Lands; and Karen Bennett of the Extension. (Claire Lynch photo) 

By Jake Mardin
Colebrook is in the beginning

stages of organizing a Citizens
Emergency Response Team
(CERT) that will be available to
assist safety agencies during a
variety of incidents. 

Emergency Management
Director Wayne Frizzell said the
team could be used in any situa-
tion, from an auto accident or fire
to a large-scale disaster. He said
the team could have been
deployed following the MDM
Muzzleloader explosion last May
or during Hurricane Irene. “I
could have had a couple members
at the truck rollover [in Columbia

last week] directing traffic,” he
said. 

Mr. Frizzell said an informa-
tional meeting will be held at the
Colebrook fire station at 6 p.m.
on Thursday, October 27.  “Once
organized, we will schedule some
training,” he said. 

One thing he wants team mem-
bers to learn is how to direct traf-
fic, which would free up fire-
fighters and rescue personnel to
focus their energy on other mat-
ters at the scene of an accident.
“While volunteers would be able
to put what they want into being
a team member, we would like 

(Continued on Page 17)

Colebrook Organizing CERT
to Help During Emergencies

By Jake Mardin
Canaan has received $43,100

from the Neil and Louise
Tillotson Fund to hire a consult-
ant for a regional education plan
to cover SAU 7 and the Essex
North Supervisory Union,
according to ENSU superintend-
ent Chris Masson. 

Mr. Masson said four requests
for proposals have been sent out
to retired superintendents and to
the Vermont School Board
Association. He said they will
also contact Berlin and Gorham,
who also received similar fund-
ing. “Community forums to start

gathering input on how the towns
would like to address our declin-
ing enrollment and increased per-
pupil cost issues should start
before the end of the year,” Mr.
Masson said.

“The goal is to find someone to
look at possible ways the school
districts can work together or
consolidate,” said SAU 7 super-
intendent Bob Mills. “Our prob-
lem is declining enrollment and
we’re duplicating services in all
these schools. At some point you
have to say that some of these
numbers don’t make sense.” 

(Continued on Page 17)

Local Districts Seek Consultant
to Help Them Work Together

By Claire Lynch
Not every tree in Pittsburg suc-

cumbed to the swinging axes of
the great log drives or the
Hurricane of 1938. There are a
few really big trees to be appreci-
ated and revered, and more than
one is found on the John Amey
farm on Tabor Road in Pittsburg. 

John recently led several visi-
tors, including representatives of
the N.H.  Forests and Lands Div-
ision and the UNH Cooperative
Extension, up a north face to see
an Eastern White Pine that rates

in the New Hampshire Big Tree
Program’s top ten. This group
came together last Monday,
October 3 as part of Executive
Councilor Ray Burton’s annual
fall tour of forestlands. 

The tree was originally discov-
ered by John’s mother, Dorothy,
and at 108 feet tall, it towers
above all its neighbors. Closer
inspection reveals an amazing
sight, and it’s impossible to reach
around the trunk’s 208-inch girth.
It has grown 18 inches taller
since 1991 when it was first cho-
sen for the program, explained
Extension Forest Resources
Educator Brendan Prusik. This
tree, which has been fed by the
watershed of Chase Brook, has
also increased in width at the
base by an additional four feet.

“My mother was still with us,
and that was a big deal to have
that checked,” said Mr. Amey of
the 1991 visit. “She walked this
land and she loved the woods.” 

(Continued on Page 14)

N.H.’s Big Tree Program
Includes Pittsburg Pine

October 9-15, 2011 is

Fire Prevention Week
Products & tips for your

safety on pages 14-15

The October 17 episode of
“Fisher’s ATV World” on the
Outdoor Channel will feature
footage from its July visit to
Pittsburg. The segment will air at
9 p.m. on Monday, October 17,
with a rerun scheduled for Dec-
ember 5.

Fisher’s ATV World to Air
Pittsburg Footage Oct. 17

Host Brian Fisher and his crew
visited Pittsburg during their
“Keepin’ It Real Tour,” and went
out to the trails with the Great
North Woods Riders ATV Club
for filming. He also met with fans
and signed autographs during his
two-day stay.
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THE VIEW SOUTHEAST
The Granite Reliable wind farm of Brookfield Power is well underway, with new windmills reaching for the sky
nearly every day. On the Fishbrook ridgeline just south of Owl Head Mountain in Millsfield, as seen from the
air on September 26, there were nine already up and several more mid-construction. Once the project is com-
plete, there will be 33 Vesta V90-3MW turbines in Millsfield and Dixville.                        (Claire Lynch photo) 

A NEW PAD INSTALLED 
The concrete pad for a new turbine sits to the upper left in this view, which shows how it all begins. Land-clear-
ing operations are underway, with groundwork being completed by Sargent Corporation of Stillwater, Maine.
Associated support companies also include JML Trucking of Errol and C. Bean Transport of Colebrook. As of
July, there were 168 workers on site. (Claire Lynch photo)

HUGE EQUIPMENT YARD 
There are 168 workers on the ground at the Granite Reliable wind farm project in Millsfield, and from the pro-
ject’s yard a variety of turbine components are transferred to each site as needed. Including attendant lines and
stations, the project is 14.5 miles in length in the Unincorporated Places of Millsfield, Dixville, Odell and
Erving’s Location. A substation connecting the project to the main power grid is situated just across the
Millsfield line in Dummer. The size of the components becomes evident when compared to the tractor-trailer
boxes in the foreground, the sizable storage building at left and the bucket truck just to the right of the struc-
ture. (Claire Lynch photo)  

dozer and other pieces of
equipment. As work continued
24 hours a day, seven days a
week, Mr. Bean had to make
deliveries twice a day to keep up
with the demand, he said. 

He expects another two weeks
of good business as the project

Wind Farm
(Continued From Page 1)

managers make their push to get
the project up and running before
winter, he said, and then he
expects to make a dramatic turn
to home heating fuel needs. “We
were happy,” he said. “It was a
nice boost for us.” 

SEVERAL GOING UP AT ONCE 
The Vesta V90-3MW wind turbines are erected in nine stages, and videos
of a completed model can be found on YouTube. In Millsfield several of
them have already been erected, as part of the Granite Reliable wind
farm project of Brookfield Power. These supports are among those going
up on Owlhead Mountain in Millsfield; seven more will be raised in
Dixville, for a total of 33. (Claire Lynch photo)  

AN OVERHEAD PERSPECTIVE 
Pieces of a Vesta V90-3MW wind turbine, as seen during a plane ride with
pilot Rob Roy of Colebrook on September 26, are put into perspective
when compared to the workhouse and pickup truck sitting nearby. Once
erected, each turbine has a diameter of 90 meters. The string of windmills
will stretch 14.5 miles in length in the Unincorporated Places of Millsfield,
Dixville, Odell and Erving’s Location. It is expected to go on-line by the
end of the year. (Claire Lynch photo)  


